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A Safe Space for Spiritual Development
The Interfaith House at WSU is an open and accepting community that seeks to provide “A Safe Space
for Spiritual Development” for students, staff, and faculty of WSU. The Interfaith House offers a safe
space for diverse religious opinion by increasing respect and mutual understanding among people of
different faith, ethnic, and cultural traditions and by fostering cooperation among religious
communities and civic organizations.
Interfaith House at WSU also partners with Washington State University to promote Spirituality in
Higher Education.
The Common Ministry at WSU is a Christian, Protestant, ecumenical organization. Our partners
include United Methodist, Presbyterian (USA), Disciples of Christ, American Baptist, Episcopal
(USA), and United Church of Christ churches. The Common Ministry and Interfaith House at WSU
also partners with various religious organizations: Jewish, Muslim, Catholic, Lutheran, Baha’i, Korean
Evangelical and those not associated with institutional organizations, in order to promote dialog, peace,
and unity in the community.
We are dedicated to helping all students in their spiritual development, to promoting reconciliation
among religions, and to sharing the love of God to all.

The Interfaith House is operated by the Common Ministry at WSU, a 501(c)(3) religious non-profit
organization in the state of Washington.
The IFH at WSU RSO is an active Registered Student Organization (RSO) providing opportunities for
spiritual development and fellowship at Washington State University.

Telephone Number:
509-332-2611
Facsimile Number:509-334-7298
Email Address:
office@interfaith-house.com
Website Address: www.interfaith-house.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/interfaithhousewsu

The Common Ministry at WSU operates out of the Interfaith House at WSU,
located at 720 NE Thatuna St., Pullman, Washington 99163.
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COMMON MINISTRY DIRECTORY
2012 – 2013
NAME

ADDRESS

(Updated 20130522)

TELEPHONE

AMERICAN BAPTIST
Roy Johnson

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
(TBD)

EPISCOPAL
Rex Burns
*Sue Durrant,
President

PRESBYTERIAN
Lenore Chambers
*Emi Dickens,
Vice President
Walt Miller

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
*Chip Laird,
Past-President
Nancy Nydegger

UNITED METHODIST
Nicholas Cerruti
Todd Scranton
Mark Swanson
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AT LARGE
*Susie Savino,
Treasurer
Wes Howell

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES
Dan Warn

CAMPUS MINISTERS
Alissa Bertsch Johnson,
Wesley Foundation

COMMON MINISTRY STAFF
Lorraine Mason,
Building and Office Manager

IFH: 509-332-2611

Wilhelmina Sarai-Clark,
Community Liaison
TBD,
Director

director@interfaith-house.com

*Member of the Executive Committee of the Common Ministry Council.
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Building Manager Report: Interfaith House Building Usage, Lorraine Mason
Office and Business Space
Barbara Aston
Read for Life
Hillel (Jewish Student Organization)
Resonate Church
Inspire!
Verizon
Jewish Community of the Palouse
Zoe Coffeehouse and Pub
Korean Evangelical Church

Alcoholics Anonymous
Meditation

Multiple Meeting per Week
Read for Life

Christian Prayer Group
English Corner
Experiencing God
God’s Harmony Gospel Choir
Hillel
Hillel Board Meeting
Inspire!

AA Business Meeting
Common Ministry Council Meeting
Interfaith Dialogue

Weekly Meetings
Inspire! Bible Study
Interfaith Mythbusters
Korean Evangelical Church
Muslim Student Association Prayer
Presbyterian Men
Secular Cougs
Spiritual Formation
Monthly Meetings
Jewish Community of the Palouse
Resonate Band Auditions and Practice

Periodic Use
Alive! Program with Crimson & Gray and
Inspire! BBQ
Resonate Church
Inspire! Thanksgiving Dinner
Alpha Nu Multicultural Sorority Fundraiser
Intensive American Language Center
Blood Drive
International Studies Thanksgiving Potluck
Common Ministry—Various Events
Jewish Community of the Palouse
Disney College Program
Pullman Presbyterian Church
Gamma Alpha Omega Sorority Fundraiser
Resonate—Various Events
Humans vs. Zombies
Wedding Ceremony
New to the Interfaith House This Year
Alpha Nu Multicultural Sorority
God’s Harmony Gospel Choir
Blood Drive
Humans vs. Zombies
Christian Prayer Group
Inspire!—Various Meetings and Events
Common Ministry Mom’s Weekend Open
Muslim Student Association Prayer
House and Ice Cream Social
Resonate Band Auditions and Practice
Disney College Program
Spiritual Formation
English Corner
Wedding Ceremony
Experiencing God
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Building Manager Report: Common Ministry Impact Report, Lorraine Mason

Student Contact:
All-Campus Picnic*
Casual Conversation with Students*
Interfaith Mythbusters (Appendix 1, 2, 3)
Interviews with Students
Meditation Classes (Appendix 1, 2)
Retreat at the Monastery of St. Gertrude (Appendix 2)
RSO Student Leader Meetings
Welcome Back BBQ (Appendix 2, 8)
Category Total:

Number of People Reached
1500
180
505
14
142
9
36
60
2446

Newsletter Mailings (Appendix 2)

980

Community Contact:
Building Maintenance and Property Upkeep*
CROP Walk
Dinner Auction (Appendix 4)
Individual Members of the Community*
Interviews with Community Members
Kiwanis Club*
Meetings with Religious Leaders*
Roger Williams Symposium (Appendix 5)
Category Total:
Contact within the Interfaith House:
Alive! Sessions
Blood Drive (Appendix 6)
Common Ministry Council Meetings
Meetings with Program Leaders*
Mom's Weekend Ice Cream Social (Appendix 7)
Non-CM Community Contact within the Interfaith House
Sharing Community within the Interfaith House
(everyday ongoing)
Category Total:
Total:

20
6
75
150
6
90
26
46
373

4000
27
19
150
50
6591
10837
14636

*Number of people reached has been estimated.
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President Report, Sue Durrant
The 2012-2013 year continued to be one of transition. We were unable to hire a director during the
summer of 2012, after a very good search process that brought three candidates for interview. In
addition, the uncertainty surrounding the administrative changes at the Presbyterian Synod of AlaskaNorthwest impact us, as the Synod owns the Interfaith House building. The IFH building has been the
home of the Common Ministry at WSU since the 1960s.
Many members of the Common Ministry Council stepped forward to provide leadership for the various
programs and events: Welcome Barbeque (Lorraine Mason), Mythbusters (Emi Dickens and Walt
Miller), Holiday Donor Reception (Emi Dickens and Sue Durrant), Roger Williams Symposium (Roy
Johnson), and our annual fundraiser Dinner Auction (Emi Dickens, Nancy Nydegger, and Sue
Durrant), the Registered Student Organization (RSO) (Emi Dickens and Nicholas Cerruti), and the
newsletter (Sue Durrant). Susie Savino, an accounting major at WSU, served as Treasurer. Lorraine
Mason continued as Office Manager with additional duties added for Building Manager. The Council
increased this position to ¾ time.
Events for Fall Semester included the Welcome BBQ, American Red Cross Blood Drive, Dinner for
Eight, and the Holiday Donor Reception. Spring Semester included the Roger Williams Symposium
and the annual fundraising Dinner Auction at Banyans on the Ridge. See the Roger Williams
Symposium Report, and the Dinner Auction Report for further details.
Initially, the intent was to rework the job description for the Director and begin another search.
However, the continued uncertainties surrounding the future of the IFH building, as well as our
relationship with the Synod and the Inland NW Presbytery, resulted in the search being put on hold.
Synod and Presbytery representatives met with the Council in September and again in April. In
addition, we worked with Karen Claassen, Synod and Presbytery representative, on sharing of
information relating to the IFH and its operations.
Again this academic year, the Council Meetings were held on the second Monday each Month, with
adjustments when necessary. This worked well as it avoided conflicts with many campus events. The
Executive Committee (Sue Durrant, President; Chip Laird, Past-President; Emi Dickens, Vice
President; Susie Savino, Treasurer) met the Tuesday or Wednesday prior to the Council meetings.
In addition to the regular business of the Common Ministry Council, Emi Dickens and I participated in
the CMHE Retreat at the Lazy F Retreat Center in Ellensburg, WA, October 12-13, 2012. I also
helped with the 2012 Dinner for Eight at the IFH (September 23rd); the CM Holiday Donor Reception
on December 8th; the Roger Williams Symposium (March 17-18, 2012; and the Annual Dinner
Auction fundraising event held at Banyans on the Ridge on April 21st .
Future fundraising efforts are needed to replace the Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministries
funding, which expired the end of 2012; and Cooperative Ministries in Higher Education funding,
which will expire at the end of 2013, perhaps sooner. We may need to expand our possible funding
sources beyond the local community in order to stabilize our future budget needs.
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The 2012 fiscal year (January - December) did end with a surplus due to careful monitoring of
expenses and not hiring a director. Monies received through the WSU Foundation were transferred to
the Registered Student Organization Account (Interfaith House at WSU). This RSO account was
utilized to cover the weekly meal expenses for the Interfaith Mythbusters program, the Welcome BBQ,
and expenses for the student leadership retreat held at St. Gertrude’s Monastery in October. Council
Members were asked to discuss the Common Ministry’s financial picture with their denomination and
to encourage each to maintain their current levels of giving if at all possible. The 2013 budget was
approved in December and included a budget line for expenses related to the search for a new full-time
Director, and increased salary for the Building and Office Manager.
Over the summer, the officers will meet to oversee the planning for the 2013-2014 academic year,
coverage of maternity leave for Lorraine Mason, and ongoing activities related to the IFH and CM. In
addition, at least one special meeting of the Council will be scheduled.
Yes, this has been a year with many challenges. I am grateful to all Council Members for your time,
energy, and service throughout this time of transition. Thank you for your willingness to put in many
additional hours serving on various committees for events and other tasks. This all resulted in a very
good year for the Common Ministry and the Interfaith House. Also, I have appreciated the work of the
Executive Committee; the efforts of our Office and Building Manager, Lorraine Mason; and the
cooperating ministries and student leaders in making the programs and events so successful. Thank
you all very much!

Community Liaison Report, Wilhelmina O. Sarai-Clark
This staff position was originally established to recognize and strengthen the Common Ministry’s
relationships with organizations with similar concerns about representing a spiritual base for students
and other community members, especially in the Palouse area. At the present time, the Community
Liaison position serves as more of a presence, rather than an integrative function.
It is difficult to consider a more active and integrating function relating more specifically to worldchanges without specific direction under the leadership of a single person. Group leadership can only
go so far. Innovation requires coordination. We continue our search for a director. Meanwhile, I
commend the staff, students, and council for their continued exploration action and possibilities while
recognizing present concerns.
I do continue to be a visible participant in representing the Common Ministry in many local
organizations, such as Alternatives to Violence, WSU and UI multicultural activities, Women in
Ministry, Moscow Interfaith Association, Latah County Human Rights Task Force, Gritman Regional
Hospital Auxiliary, Pullman Kiwanis Spiritual Values committee, Northwest Coalition for Human
Rights, and more. I feel that this presence is essential, a two-way connection to the larger community.
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Treasurer Report, Chad Cook
In April of 2013, I assumed the positions of Treasurer and At Large member of the council for the
Common Ministry at Washington State University. With the help of the previous Treasurer, Susie
Savino, I put together the April financial report. I do not have a lot to report on for the past year since
I was not here. However, for the academic year, and the 2012 calendar year, we have managed to stay
in the black and not fall into the red. This is great news.
Since I cannot go into depth about what I observed over the last year, I will briefly explain what my
goals for the upcoming year are. First, I would like to change the monthly financial reports so they
appear shorter and more concise pertaining to the details of that month’s activities. While the monthly
reports will appear simpler than they are now, the behind the scenes reports will be more in-depth,
which brings me to my second goal of having a better accounting practices. I would like to develop a
balance sheet in Excel to take into account monthly assets, liabilities, and equity. These monthly
balances sheets would flow into one annual report to present with next year’s report from the
Treasurer. Thirdly, I would like to separate funds for certain accounts such as the Roger Williams
Symposium and the Stearns Student Fund account. This would provide for clear accounting of the
monies of each fund, allowing it to stand on its own without chance of being comingled with other
income and expenses. I will be working with the Executive Committee once I have a clearer plan as to
how this will go.
As some of these changes will seem like “more work,” they are to help with any audits that may come
our way. It is important to be as transparent and organized with our funds as possible so we can be
accurate and informed when speaking with any such auditor or future donors. Also, having a clear and
accurate knowledge of our assets, liabilities, and equity will make it that much easier come any future
changes of the Common Ministry, whether it be management and/or location.
I plan on being here for the next couple of years, which will hopefully lead to some streamlined
accounting and consistent financial management. My goals may change and develop as I continue to
learn more about the history and interworking of the Common Ministry, of which I will update the
council. Again, I would like to thank everyone that had to do with my election into this position, and
for the great opportunity it is for me. Please feel free to contact me throughout the next year if you
have any questions as to the changes we have made or for greater detail of any financial reports I
prepared.
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Budget Report

Income:
Public Support
Local Churches
Buffet and Auction
Building Use Donation
Zoe Underground Rent
Zoe Underground Avista
BHECM
CMHE Support
Cell Phone Towers
Stearns Leadership Fund
Roger Williams Symposium
Workshops / Merchandise
Total Income:
Expenses:
Director / Interim-Director Salary
Director Continuing Education
Director Auto and Professional
Treasurer Stipend
Office Manager Salary
Building Manager
Security Stipend
FICA
Dept. of Labor & Industry
Stearns Student Fund
Advertising
Dinner Auction
Insurance
Office Supplies
Postage
Computer
Hospitality
Printing and Publishing
Chamber Dues
Cleaning Supplies
Household Paper Product
Maintenance
Repairs
Custodial Services
Telephone
Utilities
Roger Williams Symposium
Director Search
Total Expense:
Net Income:

REPORTS

YTD as of
12/31/2012
16,050.00
5,980.00
11,593.00
12,417.00
8,375.00
6,529.58
8,406.08
22,691.13
18,824.11
1,140.00
2,000.00
25.00
114,030.90
24,581.96
102.64
89.98
632.61
12,916.00
3,849.55
372.72
2,795.91
461.09
617.41
49.97
3,845.85
562.00
532.52
378.95
1,253.70
313.02
2,543.05
120.00
174.96
632.93
1,479.62
923.21
1,597.61
2,348.22
16,539.78
1,425.89
3,590.66
84,731.81
29,299.09

% of
Annual
107%
120%
110%
117%
65%
84%
95%
93%
114%
40%
100%
49%
10%
6%
105%
102%
186%
57%
60%
17%
128%
94%
36%
38%
251%
102%
100%
175%
148%
92%
80%
94%
118%
29%
51%
75%

Annual Budget
2012
15,000.00
5,000.00
10,500.00
10,600.00
12,800.00
10,000.00
24,000.00
20,260.00
1,000.00
5,000.00
114,160.00
50,400.00
500.00
1,500.00
600.00
12,640.00
200.00
4,882.00
772.00
300.00
3,000.00
600.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
500.00
2,500.00
120.00
100.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
2,500.00
14,000.00
5,000.00
7,000.00
113,614.00

Annual Budget 2013*
(approved 12/10/2012)
15,000.00
5,000.00
11,000.00
12,500.00
8,400.00
6,600.00
21,000.00
21,000.00
1,100.00
2,000.00
50.00
103,650.00
38,000.00
500.00
1000.00
600.00
13,680.00
4,200.00
600.00
4,800.00
770.00
1,000.00
300.00
4,000.00
600.00
900.00
600.00
800.00
200.00
2,000.00
120.00
150.00
500.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
2,500.00
16,000.00
2,000.00
5,500.00
105,370.00
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Dinner Auction Report, Emi Dickens
The 25th Annual Dinner Auction fundraiser was held on April 21, 2013 at Banyans on the Ridge. The
social hour started at 5:00 p.m. The weather was not ideal, but guests enjoyed the Dinner and Auction.
The Common Ministry Council members sold tickets or hosted tables for the auctions. The auction
planning committee members, Sue Durrant, Nancy Nydegger, Barbara Hammond, Doug and Marcia
Jacobs, Lorraine Mason, and Emi Dickens solicited local businesses and individuals for donation and
prepared items for auction. Lenore Chambers put together flower arrangements for tables.
Thanks to generous donations, we were able to raffle off five baskets. Over 28 items / baskets were
sold in the silent auction. The live auction started out with the dessert auction. Five plates of delicious
desserts were donated: Irish Coffee Cake, Lemonade Layer Cake, Butterfly Cupcakes, and two
platters of Nanaimo Bars. See the list of live auction items in Appendix 4.
Jack Alexander, a long-time supporter of the Common Ministry, served as the Master of Ceremonies.
Chip Laird, Past President of the Common Ministry Council, offered an opening prayer. Austin
Booker returned for the 10th time as our auctioneer. Five students from Interfaith Mythbusters program
assisted with the live auction by displaying the auction items throughout the room. Seventeen items
and packages contributed by generous donors were sold through the live auction, which raised $4,910.
The attendance this year was lower than past years, but the live auction raised more than last year,
thanks to our generous attendees.
Many thanks go out to the Dinner Auction Committee members, the Council members, student helpers
and generous attendees. The preliminary gross income from the auction is $9,879.00. The Dinner
Auction is the largest fundraiser for the Common Ministry and we appreciate generosity of our
supporters.
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Roger Williams Symposium Report, Roy Johnson

The 35th annual Roger Williams Symposium was held on March 17 and 18, 2013, in Pullman,
Washington. The speaker was the Rev. Michael-Ray Mathews (pictured above; more information
provided in Appendix 5a) of People Improving Communities through Organizing (PICO). PICO is a
faith-based network of more than 1,000 congregations and 1 million families engaged in community
organizing.
The Common Ministry Council members sold tickets or hosted tables for the auctions, and solicited
local businesses and individuals for donation and prepared items for auction. Lenore Chambers put
together flower arrangements for tables.
At Sunday evening's dinner, Rev. Michael-Ray Mathews gave a general presentation to 28 people
about faith organizations working together to meet needs of the local community (see Appendix 5b for
the program). At the Monday workshops, he gave “nuts and bolts” ideas to 18 participants for carrying
this out in practice, including a call to look for the unspoken part that race plays in decisions.
Sunday March 17, 2013

6:00 pm: Buffet Dinner and Main Address
Faith Organizations Working Together for the Common Good
CUB Junior Ball Room, Washington State University

Monday, March 18, 2013

8:45 am – 1:30 pm: Workshops and Light Lunch
Simpson United Methodist Church
325 NE Maple, Pullman, Washington

The Symposium was presented by The Common Ministry and by the Evergreen Association of
American Baptist Churches. The Common Ministry Roger Williams Symposium committee members
for the 2013 event were Roy Johnson, Sue Durrant, Lorraine Mason, Walt Miller, Arlie Reeves, Toni
Sarai-Clark, and Doug Wood.
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Cooperating Ministries in Higher Education Partnership Report, Sue Durrant
The Cooperating Ministries in Higher Education (CMHE) Board met in the October 12-13, 2012, at
the Lazy F Conference Center in Ellensburg, WA. Those attending represented EWU, WSU,
Evergreen State College, and John Poole, the CMHE Treasurer. We again experienced warm
fellowship and heart-felt discussion. Sue Durrant and Emi Dickens attended representing the Common
Ministry at WSU.
Current member denominations of CMHE include: American Baptist, Evergreen Association;
Disciples of Christ/Christian; Presbyterian (U.S.A.); and United Church of Christ.
Those attending agreed that it important to meet annually to keep in contact with our member
denominations and for the purposes of maintaining collegiality, even after the funding ceases
(projected to be the end of 2013). However, we need to include additional board members at this
meeting in 2013, both to help cover costs and to provide input for the future. Paul had those attending
review a letter to be sent to the Synod of Alaska-Northwest, expressing our appreciation for the years
of support and encouraging additional possibilities for the future.
Member campuses, and directors / campus pastors, include:
 Western Washington University: Not in attendance this year. A graduate student has been
providing leadership to WWU, known as ‘Progressive Christian Voices.’
 Eastern Washington University: Rev Paul Rodkey serves this campus where students meet
weekly. There are 18-20 faith groups on campus.
 Campus Christian Center, University of Idaho: It was reported by John Poole that Doug Wood
and Rev. Carla Neumann-Smiley, the co-directors, are planning to resign as of June 2013.
 Thurston County Ministries in Higher Education, Evergreen College: Chaplain Fred LaMotte
serves this community with the “Common Bread” interfaith ministry. This features weekly
programs and events.
 Washington State University: The search for a new director went well, but we were unable to
complete the hire, and Dr. Rob Snyder was not interested in continuing as Interim Director.
Thus we are without a Director at this time. We are contemplating reworking the job
description and starting again. There is uncertainty regarding the Interfaith House building,
since it is owned by the Presbyterian Synod. Currently, various Council members are leading
programs and planning events. During the summer, the Council approved adding duties of
Building Manager to those of the Office Manager.
The CMHE board continues to interpret the importance of higher education campus ministry to our
denominations. The contact person for this board is Paul Rodkey.

R8

REPORTS

Common Ministry Programming and Events
Welcome Back BBQ: The Interfaith House kicked off the school year by holding the annual Interfaith
House Open House BBQ on the first day of classes at WSU on August 22, 2012. Approximately 60
students and community members attended the BBQ, enjoyed food contributed by the Interfaith House
Registered Student Organization, and learned what we do and what programs we offer. (Appendix 2, 8)
Blood Drive: The Common Ministry’s first annual blood drive, held on Thursday, September 13, 2012,
was extremely successful, exceeding the target volume of blood collected. Some people scheduled
appointments to donate blood, and many people dropped in. (Appendix 6)
Student Leadership, Emi Dickens, Interfaith House at WSU RSO Advisor: The following students
were RSO’s officers: Arlie Reeves, President, Kevin Renner, Vice President, Yousef Bilbeisi,
Secretary, and Susie Savino, Treasurer. The student leadership group and the Mythbusters program
participants as a whole, contributed support for the Crop Hunger Walk, St. Gertrude’s Retreat, parking
fundraisers, and the Mom’s Weekend Open House Ice Cream Social.
CROP WALK, Emi Dickens, Interfaith House at WSU RSO Advisor: Four students and two council
members participated in CROP Hunger Walk on October 7, 2012. CROP Hunger Walk is an annual
tradition of the faith community in Pullman/Moscow area. The Interfaith House students participated in
this walk to be part of this community. We walked 10k to raise awareness of hunger in the
Pullman/Moscow community and the world, and raised funds to provide financial support to people in
need.
Fall Student Leadership Retreat, Emi Dickens, Interfaith House at WSU RSO Advisor: Six students,
two council members, and one community member participated in the retreat on October 23-28, 2012 at
St. Gertrude Monastery in Cottonwood, ID. The Monastery welcomed us with an inch of snow on the
ground Friday evening when we arrived. Friday evening, after we settled in at the Farm House, Sister
Lillian generously offered her time to give us an overview of the Monastery including history, the life of
nuns at the Monastery, and her personal reason for her commitment to God, and provided a Q & A
session. The following day, Sister Lillian gave us a tour of the Monastery and answered more questions.
We experienced Benedictine tradition of worship at the beautiful Chapel. Students were encouraged to
take time to relax, and to get to know and enjoy each one another. We played games, carved pumpkins,
and took time to enjoy outdoor between rains. (Appendix 2)
Interfaith Mythbusters, Emi Dickens, Common Ministry Vice President: The Interfaith Mythbusters
program incorporated a speaker series, of 16 speakers throughout the school year, to intentionally reach
out to the interfaith community. This program was started by students a few years ago to clear-up
misconceptions about various faiths and build respect and understanding among them. By inviting guest
speakers from different faiths, participants gained knowledge of these various faiths.
The Interfaith Mythbusters met every Thursday, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the Interfaith House, and
began the evening by sharing a meal. The program focused on learning about different religions, faiths,
and spirituality. On average, sixteen to seventeen students and community members participated in the
program each Thursday. They are all from different faith backgrounds including Christian, Muslim,
Jewish, Baha’i, Hellenism, and Atheism. (Appendix 1, 2, 3)
Meditation: Wes Howell, Common Ministry Council member, and Pam McEachern led Meditation
sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the noon hour. WSU faculty and staff attended regularly for
a time of meditation learning and practice. Wes led Lectio Divina sessions, and Pam led sessions of
Contemplative Prayer. (Appendix 1, 2)
MINISTRIES
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Dinner for Eight: This special dinner is auctioned off every year at the Common Ministry’s annual
Dinner Auction fundraiser. The winning bidder invites seven guests, and Council members and students
prepare and serve food from a menu that they caringly designed. The 2012 dinner party was held
Saturday, September 23, 2012. Those attending had a lovely time and enjoyed excellent food.
Mom’s Weekend Open House and Ice Cream Social, Emi Dickens, Interfaith House at WSU RSO
Advisor: The students of Interfaith Mythbusters hosted an Open House Ice Cream Social for Mom’s
Weekend on April 13, 2013. They invited WSU students, their Moms, and family members to stop in
for Ferdinand’s ice cream, free of charge, see our space, and learn about what we do at the Interfaith
House. (Appendix 7)
Interfaith Dialog, Larry Fox, Group Coordinator: In the absence of a Common Ministry Director,
Larry Fox acted as the facilitator for the monthly Interfaith Dialog meetings of religious leaders in the
Pullman area. The purpose of the Interfaith Dialog Group is to develop relationships among and within
various faith communities in the Pullman and surrounding area. When an interfaith crisis arises, the
Interfaith Dialog Group can mobilize the local faith communities to respond appropriately. The
Interfaith Dialog Group develops friendships and respect for people regardless of their faith convictions.
The Interfaith Dialog Group is an opportunity for individuals to share about their personal faith, the
work they are doing in the faith community and is an opportunity to educate and strengthen interfaith
dialog in general.

Organizations at the Interfaith House
Inspire!, Alissa Bertsch Johnson: The Wesley Foundation at WSU holds the Inspire! Dinner and
Fellowship program, at the Interfaith House each week on Wednesday nights from 5-7pm, and held
Bible Studies and special events throughout the year. We begin with a home-cooked meal provided by
the Wesley Foundation or one of our donors, followed by a student-led program. During the Fall
semester we used N.T. Wright's book Simply Jesus to look more deeply into who Jesus was and the
cultural context of his ministry. During the Spring we used Rob Bell's video series NOOMA to explore
various aspects of our Christian faith. Each week our Inspire! program is different. We might do a
traditional bible study one night and “Glee” song mash-ups the next. (Appendix 1)
God’s Harmony Gospel Choir: This choir met regularly to practice. The group’s hope is to reach out
to the local community through their performances, and thus share their passion for God and music.
Hillel, Pat Carter: 2012-2013 has been a good year for WSU-Hillel. Regular meetings usually draw 6-8
students, with the composition of the group varying from week to week, and with holiday events
attracting a greater percentage of the membership. We now have more than 100 students on our email
list and have started an alumni list to better keep in touch with graduates. On Tuesday nights at the IFH,
the students generally talk about subjects of Jewish interest, plan upcoming events, watch movies or just
eat and chat. On Friday meeting nights at the IFH, students share a Shabbat meal together, and
occasionally they hold Shabbat at the Snake River dunes at sunset. In addition, the WSU-Hillel
celebrated the major holidays that occurred during the academic year, including travel to the synagogue
in Spokane for High Holiday services; a “Hookah in the Sukkah” event; a Chanukah party; a Tu B’Shvat
Seder; a Pesach Seder; and a Purim party. Fruitful contact between Hillel and the Jewish Community of
the Palouse continued this year, with between 5 and 10 Hillel students attending monthly Friday night
services at the Interfaith House with the JCP, and with several services being led by the Hillel students.
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Jewish Community of the Palouse (JCP), Myron Schreck: The Jewish Community of the Palouse has
an office in the Interfaith House on the campus of Washington State University. The JCP offers
cultural, religious and social activities for Jews living in Pullman, Moscow and the surrounding areas of
Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho including Washington State University and the University of
Idaho. We are an unaffiliated community that is open to all members of the Jewish faith. It is our goal
that Jews of all backgrounds, whether Orthodox, Conservative, Reform or Reconstructionist, feel
comfortable participating in our community. Families of mixed marriages are also welcome and
encouraged to participate. Our activities include High Holiday services, Sukkot, Chanukah, and Purim
celebrations, Friday Night services and potlucks. Parents operate a Sunday School program for children
5 to 11. We have no Rabbi, so we depend on our members to help organize events, programs and lead
services. JCP members assist the WSU Hillel student group, and students are always welcome to attend
our activities, religious services and celebrations.
Muslim Student Association at WSU: The Muslim Student Association, which helps new
International Muslim students to adjust and to erase misconceptions, hosted prayer sessions on Fridays
at noon at the Interfaith House.
Korean Evangelical Church, Pastor Jinhee Han: The Korean Evangelical Church held services every
Sunday at 11am with about twenty-five members. We also held morning prayer meetings every
weekday morning, and Bible studies on Friday afternoons. Counseling was provided for students with
regard to their faith.
Secular Cougs, Craig Wheeler: The goal of Secular Cougs is to promote open discussion of all things,
including those things that are often taboo, and to provide a community for those lacking belief in god.
Anyone is welcome to come to our meetings and participate in the discussion, ask questions about the
secular community, or even bring a topic of their own.
The Living Sober Group: The Alcoholics Anonymous Preamble states: Alcoholics Anonymous is a
fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength, and hope with each other that they
may solve their common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. The only requirement for
membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues or fees for AA membership; we are selfsupporting through our own contributions. AA is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics,
organization, or institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither endorses nor opposes
any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.
The Living Sober group has been meeting at 12:10pm, seven days a week since 1989. We adhere to
the 12 Steps and 12 Traditions of AA and strive to serve other alcoholics seeking a safe, anonymous
place to recover from alcoholism.
Read for Life, Thomas Salsbury: Read for Life is a registered student organization whose primary
activity is tutoring elementary children in reading. The group convenes twice weekly at the Interfaith
House and serves around 20 children, most under the age of 9. Activities include homework help,
reading out loud, building vocabulary, writing poems, completing worksheets, handwriting skills, and
math. In addition to tutoring, the student group plays games with the children and provides a light, sitdown snack. Each semester ends with a small party to celebrate the children’s accomplishments in
reading and to recognize the leadership efforts of the student organizers.
All of the participating children are from Pullman schools, and there is much academic, linguistic
and cultural diversity among the children. Many of our tutors hope to be elementary teachers upon
graduation. The leadership team works hard to raise money for the organization and find materials for
the children. All of the money raised goes to purchasing snacks and materials for the children.
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Resonate Church, Chad McMillan: In our short, six-year, history, we have transformed a small college
ministry into a thriving 700 person church, still aimed at the collegiate mindset. We found that
collegiate ministry, while targeting a crucial time in one's life where many future-oriented decisions are
made (career, spouse, habits, etc.), was less beneficial in that many college ministries were merely a
segment of one's life and even of their spirituality. By deciding to turn a ministry into a church, we
actually made a place where people could be more known and less isolated / hidden.
We also hold many other meetings and events at the Interfaith House throughout the year. Our
women’s Bible study meets at the Interfaith House on Sunday mornings. Band practices and auditions
for our worship team are held monthly. Alpha luncheons and discussion times were held to facilitate
spiritual conversation with members of the Greek Community. The English Corner met weekly to tutor
students and adults, whose primary language is not English, in English. We also hold leader trainings,
holiday parties, and 24 hour prayer sessions.
Presbyterian Men’s Group, Pastor Norman Fowler: Our group is a group of men from First
Presbyterian Moscow that work in Pullman mainly associate with campus. The group has been going
several years now and has become a source of support and encouragement for those that attend. We
discuss faith and life and lean on each other for guidance and clarification around these issues.
Christian Prayer Group: This student-led meeting was held weekly in the Interfaith House library.
The time was reserved to share prayer requests and to pray.
Experiencing God: This group met weekly to more deeply develop the members’ relationship with
God. This group was based in Christianity, but open to anyone.
Spiritual Formation: This small group was open to anyone seeking to deepen their connection with
God. The meetings were based in Christianity, but applicable to those of any faith.
Zoe Coffeehouse & Pub, Mike Wagoner, Owner: Many times we are asked “Who is Zoe?” or “May I
talk with Zoe, please”, but actually there is no person named Zoe. “Zoe” is one of the many Greek
words used in scripture which is translated into English as “life.” Zoe life is the only real and genuine
life, the absolute fullness of life, both essentially and ethically, which belongs uniquely to God. It has
always been our desire that, no matter how subtle, Zoe Coffeehouse be centered, not around an
individual, but on the very One Who is Zoe Himself.
Zoe Coffeehouse & Pub (affectionately called Zoe Underground by many of our customers) is a safe
haven for members of the WSU family to come to study, relax, or commune with friends old and new.
Looking around the room you will see students lost in their laptops, church groups and campus
ministries shepherding new ones one-on-one, or staff & faculty relaxing and enjoying a hand-crafted
microbrew after work. In the evenings the room comes to life with the sound of music, whether it’s the
WSU School of Jazz enjoying their weekly Monday night jam sessions, or other aspiring student groups
and local musicians.
In the ‘60’s and ‘70’s, the K-House was the hub of student unrest regarding human equality and
social injustice. Many now-existing WSU student clubs and organizations had their beginnings in that
“underground coffeehouse.” In keeping with tradition, Zoe Coffeehouse hosts a monthly "open mic" for
a student group called Revolutionary Minds, “…a non-violent group promoting the use of the pen and
paper as a conduit for individual and collective revolution of the mind.” In their own words to us,
“Revolutionary Minds…is a space welcoming all viewpoints to be heard, debated, and respected.”
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